Myringoplasty. A conventional and extended high-frequency, air- and bone-conduction audiometric study.
Comparison of the pre- and postoperative air- and bone-conduction thresholds in 22 subjects in whom successful myringoplasty was performed has been made in the conventional and extended high-frequency ranges. Air-conduction thresholds improved through 4 kHz, but were elevated postoperatively for the frequencies 6 through 18 kHz. Postoperative bone-conduction thresholds were elevated at 0.25 and 0.5 kHz, were lower by 2-8 dB for 1 through 3 kHz and not significantly altered in the extended high-frequency range of 8 through 16 kHz. The extended high-frequency air-conduction threshold loss following myringoplasty in this study is, therefore, due to changes in middle ear transmission and is not indicative of iatrogenic cochlear damage.